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Earth’s History in a Single Year 
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1 Dec: Land-dwelling animals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 Dec: Dinosaurs extinct 
 

31 Dec, 11:50pm: Hominids on two feet 

Whiplash: How to Survive Our Faster Future, Joi Ito and Jeff Howe 



Human History in a Single Year 
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1 Dec: Bronze Age 
 

 

 

 

15 Dec: First recorded languages 
 

23 Dec: Christianity 

 

31 Dec, 7am: Industrial Age 

31 Dec, 2pm: Antibiotics 

31 Dec, 6pm: Mainframe computers 

Whiplash: How to Survive Our Faster Future, Joi Ito and Jeff Howe 















‘In another moment down 

went Alice after it, never 

once considering how in the 

world she was to get out 

again.’ 



‘Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re 

not in Kansas anymore.’ 



‘Actual happiness always 

looks pretty squalid in 

comparison with the 

overcompensations for 

misery.’ 
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The Sigmoid Curve 















An Epic Tale 







What Makes  

a Great Story? 



Character 







Brand identities that  

consistently express a 

coherent archetype are more 

successful 





What character do we want our library to project? 



‘We are what we pretend to be, 

so we must be careful about 

what we pretend to be.’  

 

- Kurt Vonnegut, Mother Night 







Stakes 





Life 

Justice 

Opportunity 

Belonging 

Meaning 

Death 

Injustice 

Hopelessness 

Isolation 

Emptiness 



‘[…] everything can be taken from a man 

but one thing—the last of the human 

freedoms—to choose one’s attitude in any 

given set of circumstances, to choose one’s 

own way.’  
 





If we don’t do this, what will the 

consequences be? And for whom? 

 

If we do succeed, what will the 

benefit be? And for whom? 



Leap 



“You’d better be prepared for the jump into 

hyperspace. It’s unpleasantly like being 

drunk.” 

 

“What’s so unpleasant about being drunk?” 

 

“You ask a glass of water.”  

 

— Douglas Adams,  

The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
 



‘I would like to die thinking that 

humanity has a bright future. If we 

can solve sustainable energy and be 

well on our way to becoming a 

multiplanetary species with a self-

sustaining civilization on another 

planet—to cope with a worst-case 

scenario happening and 

extinguishing human 

consciousness—then….  

I think that would be really good.’ 







Global study by Allen and Zook in 2012 

involving 300,000 employees 

found that more than half 

didn’t understand the basics of 

their organisations’ strategies. 



‘A bit of advice given to a young Native 
American at the time of his initiation: 
 
As you go the way of life, you will see a 
great chasm.  
 
Jump.  
 
It is not as wide as you think.’ 
 
-- Joseph Campbell 



What are the choices before you? 

 

Which will you choose? 



Setbacks 





‘We think that the point is to pass the 

test or overcome the problem, but the 

truth is that things don't really get 

solved. They come together and they 

fall apart. Then they come together 

again and fall apart again. It's just like 

that.’ 



Allies 



One happy friend is the 

happiness equivalent of an extra 

$22,500 income 
 

Christakis & Fowler - Harvard Medical School, 2008 









Transformation 



What is the gift that will result from your story? 







Be first to hear when my new 
book is available! 
 
Plus, free: 
• Sample chapters of Epic 
• eBook version of Make It Matter 
• 30-minute consultation 
• Connection Points in your inbox fortnightly 
• List of 21 great reads to inspire your story 

 

Just send me an email:  
patricia@patriciamcmillan.com 

www.patriciamcmillan.com 


